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ELECTIONS 2024: COMBATING 
DISINFORMATION, 
STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY



Free, Fair , Credible Elections 
Clear Legislation and Laws: Elections must be governed by clear laws and regulations. These laws 
outline provisions for national, provincial, and municipal elections.

Voter Registration and Participation: All eligible citizens should have the right to vote, regardless of 
race, gender, sexual orientation, or disability.

Equal Opportunities for Political Parties: All registered political parties should have an equal right to 
contest elections, campaign, and hold meetings.

Independence of the Electoral Management Body: The electoral commission responsible for managing 
elections should be independent of the government. Acceptance of Election Outcomes:

All political parties must accept the final election results.

Code of Conduct: Political parties participating in elections must adhere to the Electoral Code of 
Conduct..



Missing link?

Our role?
Data – Monitor
Tools
Action 
Policy

• Role of news media eco system!
• Without fair, accurate reporting, 
• Without accountability mechanisms,
• Without counters to online harms – mis and 

disinformation
• Almost impossible to have free fair elections

How 
Ensure 
Media 
Fulfill role?



Partnerships

� Framework of Cooperation signed 
to combat mis and disinformation 

� Industry:

� Disinformation working group



Tech – for 
accountability, 
research and action

� Near live monitoring – 95 media highlight 
importance of accuracy and fairness

� https://www.mediamonitoringafrica.org/
elections-dashboard/



Tech for action, mitigation

� Real411: Fast, independent, cost effective, 
scalable, rights based.

� Disinformation tracks news – Court cases, 
IEC, 

� Report to empower highlight news media 
ecosystem.

� https://real411.org.za





More useful elections tools:

• Political Ad Repository -  PADRE – social media Ad spend: https://www.padre.org.za

• Ad-Compare – easily check if an ad is real or not – using whatsapp
• Media Attack Reporting System – Mars – to report, archive and track attacks on 

journalists: https://mars.org.za

• Insights Into Incitement – I3 – Using AI to help identify incitement
• Who Influences the Influencers? WITI – pilot on tiktok

• Media Performance Review (MPR) Indicators for IEC of roel media played in election 
period.
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MMAAbout
•MMA non benefit trust operating since 1993

•Vision: a just and fair society empowered by a free, 

responsible and quality media;

•Human rights-based approach: MMA aims to promote 

the development of:
• Media that is transparent, diverse, ethical and 

accountable to its audiences;

• Critical and constructive communications by the 

powerful, and;

• Informed, engaged and connected citizenry.


